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They are not our youngest students.
They are not our oldest students.
They are those students who are

in the center—our middle grades
students. They are also those
students who are often living
through the most confusing,

uncertain times of their lives.

Taking Center Stage: A Commil-
ment to Standards-Based
Education for California’s Middle
Grades Students 1ooks at the needs
of middle grades students against a
backdrop of standards, assessment,
and accountability. It provides
guidance for California’s educators
to help them successtully
implement a standards-based
education for our young
adolescents.

—DELAINE EASTIN

State Superintendent

of Public Instruction

Taking Center Stage: A Commitment to
Standards-Based Education for California’s

Middle Grades Students was written primarily

for teachers and principals. This handbook
emphasizes the importance of a student-centered
middle grades philosophy as a strong and
compatible foundation for standards-based
education in California.

The handbook examines standards-based
education from several perspectives. It focuses
on what some observers refer to as the
technology of standards and answers the
following questions related to standards:

e What are they?
e How do we work toward meeting them?
e How do we measure them?

e How do we report them?
e What do we do with the results?

Taking Center Stage

Contents

Introduction: Key Elements and

Recommendations of the Superintendent’s
Middle Grades Task Force

£ California’s Middle Schools: Poised

for World-Class Performance

. Standards-Based Education Takes Center

Stage: Content and Performance Standards

£ Assessment Takes Center Stage

e How do we target interventions when standards

are not met?
e What do we do when they have not been
taught?

Meaningful student assessments are central to
effective instruction, and the handbook has
answers for questions such as these:

e What are student assessments?
e How do they inform instruction?
e How many types of assessment should be used?

Components of a standards, assessment, and
accountability model are identified in this
resource, and answers will be found for these
questions:

e Who are the essential stakeholders?

e What can we expect of schools, educators,
students, and parents?

e What is California’s plan for accountability?

&9 Accountability Takes Center Stage

&%t Middle School Philosophy Takes Center Stage:

Defining and Affirming Authentic Middle
Schools

Creating a School Culture to Sustain
Standards-Based Education

&% Team Teaching: Made to Order for

Standards-Based Middle Schools

&3 Instructional Significance of Research

on How Students Learn

Providing Time for Standards-Based Education

Taking Center Stage
serves as a toolkit of
rich resources. The
handbook contains
helpful information
for middle grades
educators about what .
they need to know and do to
make standards-based education a success.

Each chapter concludes with:

e Thought-provoking professional reflections
intended to challenge teachers and principals
to think deeply about the issues presented

e (One or more user-friendly appendixes
containing material related to the chapter

This valuable resource can be ordered from the
California Department of Education (see the
order form on the reverse of this brochure).

Academic Literacy: Key to Equal Access
and High Standards of Achievement

{6 Social Promotion and Grade Retention:
[ssues and Challenges

3 Creating High-Quality After-Hours Academic
Programs in Middle Schools

{53 Health, Safety, Resilience, and Civility:
Correlates of High Academic Achievement

{13 Standards-Based Professional Development
at the School Site



